[MR imaging of femoral head avascular necrosis with STIR sequence].
The uncomplicated bone necrosis is usually demarcated by reactive interface (RI). To analyze signal characteristics of RI, MR imaging of the hip was done using short TI IR (STIR) as well as short/long TR pulse sequences at 0.22 tesla. On STIR sequence the RI was observed as a high-signal line or ring with the shape identical to that of short TR image. The double line sign was not seen in early stage. The best explanation of high signal intensity of RI on STIR is that it has prolonged T1 and T2 secondary to high water content. It is concluded that STIR is an unique way to demonstrate RI in early osteonecrosis.